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Introduction and Welcome 

• Some background information about me and my study 

• What are you hoping to learn from this session? 
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Learning Outcomes 

Attendees will be able to: 
1. Explain Kodama, McEwen, Liang and Lee's (2002) model of 
psychosocial development for Asian Americans. 
2. Contrast Kodama et al.’s model of psychosocial development for 
Asian Americans with Chickering and Reisser's (1993) theory of 
psychosocial development for college students. 
3. List three ways in which Korean American students’ 
development appears to be different from Chickering and Reisser’s 
theory. 
4. Explain my model of Korean American Relationship Mapping 
that outlines relationships and conflict for Korean American 
students. 
5. Identify possible ways to utilize this information to better 
support the development of Asian American students on their 
campuses. 
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Models of Development: 
Chickering and Reisser (1993) 

• Seven vectors – denoting both direction and magnitude: 

o Developing Competence 

o Managing Emotions 

o Moving through Autonomy toward Interdependence 

o Developing Mature Interpersonal Relationships 

o Establishing Identity 

o Developing Purpose 

o Developing Integrity 
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Models of Development: 
Chickering and Reisser (1993) 

• Possible issues with Chickering and Reisser’s theory 

o Gender differences (Taub, 1995;  Mather & Winston, 1998; 
Blackhurst, 1995; Taub & McEwen, 1991) 

o Racial/ethnic differences (Taub & McEwen, 1992) 
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Models of Development: 
Kodama, McEwen, Liang and Lee (2002) 

• Kodama et al (2002) proposed that Asian Americans go 
through the same vectors as Chickering and Reisser 
proposed, but these vectors have different tasks 
associated with them. 

• Racial identity is key to students’ progress through these 
vectors. 

• The model incorporates oppression and Asian cultural 
values such as collectivism and family. 
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Models of Development: 
Kodama, McEwen, Liang and Lee (2002) 
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Differences 

• Identity is often contained within Purpose 

• Developing Competence often focuses strongly on intellectual 
competence 

• Managing Emotions may be better expressed as Exploring or 
Understanding Emotions 

• Students may experience Working through Autonomy toward 
Interdependence in reverse order 

• Developing Integrity is often a discovery of who one is in the 
context of family and culture and not as a separate individual 
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My Dissertation 

• Qualitative study using narrative inquiry approach 

• Six participants recruited through purposive sampling: 

o Three male and three female  

o Four second-generation and two 1.5 generation  

o Five fourth-year and one third-year 

• Two semi-structured interviews per participant, ranging from 
45 to 90 minutes in length 
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Emory University 

• Highly selective, private university located in Atlanta, GA 

• Approximately 14,200 total enrollment; 7700 undergrads 

• Highly diverse undergrad population 

• Students of Asian descent comprise 20% 

• International students comprise 16% 

• Significant Korean American and Korean international 
student populations 
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Research Questions 
1) Do the participants discuss their development as being centered 

and at times torn between “external influences from dominant U.S. 
society and traditional Asian values from family” (Kodama et al., 
2002)? 

2) Do the participants discuss their purpose as being central to their 
identity? 

3) When discussing emotions, do they reflect the supposition that 
Asian Americans are learning how to identify and express 
emotions, as opposed to Chickering and Reisser’s (1993) 
suggestion that students during this time work on managing 
emotions? 

4) Do the participants discuss their journey as moving from 
interdependence to independence and autonomy, as compared to 
Chickering and Reisser’s contention that students move through 
autonomy toward interdependence? 
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Findings 

 

RQ1: Do the participants discuss their development as being centered and at times 
torn between “external influences from dominant U.S. society and traditional Asian 
values from family”?  
 
• Bicultural identity 
• Distinct identity from white peers, parents, Korean internationals 
• Friendships 
• Values 
• Cultural pride 
• Language 
• Racism 
• Acculturation strategies 
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Findings 

 
RQ2:  Do the participants discuss their purpose as being central to their 

identity?  

 

• Males: college and major choice was related to their ability to get a 

secure, high-paying job, with parents heavily involved in the decision-

making process. 

 

• Females: considered more personal criteria and had less parental 

involvement.  

  

• Participants developed strong internal motivation to succeed 

academically and vocationally.  

  

• Motivation for success moves from external (parents) to internal 

(themselves) during high school and/or college.  
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Findings 

 

RQ3:  When discussing emotions, do they reflect the supposition that Asian 

Americans are learning how to identify and express emotions, as opposed to 

Chickering and Reisser’s (1993) suggestion that students during this time 

work on managing emotions? 

  

• Most participants remained stoic even when describing emotional events. 

 

• Two male participants expressed a great deal of emotion when 

recounting their life experiences.  
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Findings 

 

RQ4:  Do the participants discuss their journey as moving from 

interdependence to independence and autonomy, as compared to 

Chickering and Reisser’s contention that students move through autonomy 

toward interdependence?  

 

• Participants generally reported being interdependent with their parents 

and families, with little movement toward independence or autonomy.  

  

 

 

  

  

  

  



2013 NASPA Annual Conference * Orlando, Florida * March 16-20, 2013 

Findings 

 

Gaertner Korean American Relationship Mapping Model 
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Moving Forward 

 
• Do Korean American women feel less pressure from parents 

than men regarding major and career choice? 
• Relationships with parents are perhaps the most complex 

and significant relationships these students have 
• Barriers between Korean international and Korean 

American students appear to be significant 
• Korean American students may feel more comfortable 

talking to non-Korean elders about personal issues 
• Sports (especially basketball) appear to have a significant 

impact on the male participants’ identity development 
• More research needs to be completed on individual ethnic 

Asian groups 
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Discussion 

 Let’s break into functional areas for discussion: 

• Residence Life and Housing 
• Student Leadership 
• Academic Affairs 
• Student Affairs 
• Career Services 

• Multicultural Programs 
• Greek Life 
 

• How can you use this information on your campus? 
• How can you better support the Asian American 

students on your campus? 
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Wrap Up 

 • Final questions? 
• Final thoughts? 

 

Let’s continue the conversation! 
Dr. Frank Gaertner 
Emory University 

fgaertn@emory.edu 
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Accessibility Guidelines for Presenters 

• Be aware that when presenting to an audience which may 
include people with visual, learning, and cognitive disabilities 
that all visuals need to be described verbally. 

• It is helpful for you to upload your presentation or handouts 
ahead of time.  You will receive a link to upload your 
presentation as we get closer to the conference. 

• Provide handouts in accessible electronic format.   

• Speak slowly and clearly and re-voice questions before 
answering them. 
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Tips for PowerPoint Presentations 

• Use a sans serif font that is at least 22 pt.  (e.g. Arial, Calibri, 
Verdana)  

• A light colored background with dark text is preferred. 

• Use a plain background without any watermark, photo, or 
design behind the text. 

• Avoid long sentences.  As a rule of thumb, 1 slide for every 2 
minutes of speaking time.   

• Photographs, images, clip art, graphics, maps, and charts 
cannot be read by screen readers and should have an Alt Text 
description embedded in them, and need to be verbally 
described during the presentation. 
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